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CASM Communiqué
Monthly Highlights June/July 2008 

CASM is initiating a new information brief with short, telegraphic style news proposed by CASM members from around the world to keep our members updated on new initiatives and work in progress, as well as publications of interest and scheduled events. Preference is given to news on what members are doing to promote the objectives and goals of CASM.
Contributions for the “August/September Highlights” edition are kindly requested by September 8th, 2008. Contributions, comments and suggestions (in brief bulleted format, as seen below) should be sent to the CASM Secretariat (vkohler@worldbank.org). 
Report
Global
· KDS, JH and SG presented to public meeting of the UK's All Party Parliamentary Group for Debt, Aid and Trade on "Policy for the Extractive Industries" at which CASM, DDI etc featured prominently. 

· JH organized a session on "Conflict Resources" at the UK’s DFID's Professional Advisors' management retreat for staff from around the world. EL, NG, JK of the CASM network provided keynote inputs. Interest generated by this event has suggested the need for a larger, public event later in year. 

· DFID is supporting research by CASM experts as input to a study being undertaken by the Belgian Royal Institute for International Affairs who are currently managing a project on the artisanal and small-scale mining of diamonds. Since these diamonds are mostly traded in an informal way, they pose a threat to the credibility and integrity of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) on diamond trading. (JH, EL,NG, GH))
·  JH (with reps from WWF and Coca Cola) spoke at a seminar on CSR organized by to the UK Foreign Policy Centre, London in July. CASM‘s work on LSM – ASM conflict prevention excited interest.
Africa

· A “Women in Mining - Africa” project is being developed by CASM Africa in partnership with the Centre for Sustainability in Mining and Industry (CSMI) at Wits University. The project will be funded by the South African Department of Minerals and Energy (DME) and possibly Rio Tinto. It follows on the success of the 2007 “Women in Mining Colloquium” which was organized by CSMI and Mintek, funded by the DME and supported by the World Bank Group. (NM)
· Participation in the UNECA led project to review the mining regimes/policies/codes in Africa is being discussed with Antonio Pedro. CASM Africa will contribute an ASM perspective to the review. (NM)

· Initial discussions were held in June among the Governments of DRC and of the Katanga province, DFID and the World Bank on how to address ASM issues as part of a planned co-financed project. Coordination with activities planned by the Governments of Belgium and of Germany, focusing on certification schemes, will be ensured. (GW)

· In July CASM experts organized and delivered an ASM workshop in Nigeria that reported on a nationwide baseline study, proposed detailed recommendations, and a proposed a comprehensive action plan. Through July/June CASM experts continue to work with numerous major mining companies and some junior companies on general community relations issues including the challenge of developing co-existence with the ASM sector especially in Tanzania, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Angola and the DR Congo. (KDS)

· Following a novel-like export – possibly illegal – of emeralds from the country, the Government of Madagascar has decided to ban the exportation of gemstones. A study is being initiated to analyze how much this measure will negatively affect initial efforts to formalize the sector – which operated illegally during many years – as well as revenues of thousands of artisanal miners in rural areas. The Government is considering restricting the ban to rough stones. It is unclear also how much smuggling has picked up again.(AMF) 

Asia

· CASM China has initiated a strategic alliance with the China International Mining Group to work on social responsibility and mining development. The intention is to promote CASM and raise awareness of ASM in China. (SL)
· Following the disputed national election results in Mongolia the country entered a short state of emergency to control rioting in Ulanbataar. The BBC reported that disputes over the management of newly found large mineral deposits were at the heart of this conflict. It is unclear whether policies regarding ASM would be affected. (JH)

· The International Development Association (IDA) – an arm of the World Bank that provides loans to the world's least developed countries at concessional rates – has allocated US$9.3 million (approximately half grant, half soft loan) to strengthen Mongolian state regulation and tax codes, as well as public institutions responsible for the management of the country's burgeoning mining industry. The ASM sector will be part of the reform. (JH, GW)
· EL has been representing CASM at a series of multi-stakeholder dialogues hosted by De Beers,London. The latest on business responsibility in Africa.(EL)

· CASM SMAG met in London in July to plan the ACC 2008, Brazil.(VK)
Latin America
· GW and VK attended the “Mining for Success – Social Risks & Responsible Mining Practices” Latin America Regional Conference 2008 to present the LSM/ASM relationship and how to improve communication and engagement between stakeholders.

Publications
· CASM has published its new communication package (VK).
· CASM is publishing “Walikale - Artisanal Cassiterite Mining and Trade in North Kivu - Implications for Poverty Reduction and Security” by Nicholas Garrett. (VK)
· DFID, USAID and COMESA published the results of a research project "Trading for Peace" which included significant in put from members of the CASM network. This examines the thesis that as the African Great Lakes region emerges from conflict, facilitating trade in natural resources (including ASM derived minerals) can and should underwrite regional stability and poverty reduction through growth. (JH)

· A positive article on CASM is published in July edition of “Mining and Environment Journal” July 2008 (JH, GW)

· The New York Times published an informative, Reuters authored, article on ASM (July 13)

· CASM received unsubstantiated criticism in an article in ID21 Magazine –09 Jul 2008. The criticisms were based on the false premise that CASM is an implementing agency. 
· JH met with photo journalist on route to China and Mongolia to produce program for UK’s Channel 4 and Journalist from Wall Street Journal planning article on ASM.

· CASM is publishing “Small Stories - 12 Stories on Small Scale Mining”, a booklet summarizing some of the key representative results achieved with the support of the CASM network around the world. (MRI, VK, RP, GW)
Diary Dates
· The dates and place for the 2008 8th Annual CASM Conference are confirmed: October 4th to 10th in Brasilia. Registration and financial assistance forms as well as a preliminary agenda will be sent out shortly and posted on the CASM website. (VK)
· The Rahab Ministries who helps sex workers in Bangkok to find alternative livelihoods - such as lapidary - will meet with CASM Asia-Pacific members in July to discuss how CASM Asia-Pacific could contribute to this project. (SM)
· A Shizuoka University-CCOP-AIST Colloquium on “How Japan should address the ASM Issues?” will be held on October 10, 2008 at the Tokyo Office of Shizuoka University. CASM Asia-Pacific invites stakeholders to discuss how Japan can contribute to the ASM issues. The event is supported by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, the Shizuoka University and AIST (National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology). (SM) 

· On October 9, 2008 SM will make a presentation about CASM as an invited speaker at the autumn conference of the Mining and Materials Processing Institute of Japan. (SM)
· AP is coordinating the First African Union Conference of Ministers responsible for Mineral Resources hosted by UNECA in Ethiopia in September. JH will present on CASM, DDI IGF etc
· Steering Committee of the Royal Belgian Institute of International Affairs will meet at a validation workshop of their artisanal diamond value chains research, September, Pretoria. JH will represent CASM.

· KLD is organizing a workshop on Gender and Sustainable Livelihoods in Mining in Asia-Pacific at the ANU, Canberra Australia in November.
· ARM and CYTED are organizing a “Fairtrade Certification: Market Access and Financing for Responsible ASM” course.  Santa Cruz de la Sierra (BOLIVIA) 1st - 5th of September, 2008 (Spanish and Portuguese). For more information, check the ARM website:  http://www.communitymining.org/. (CE)
Feat of the Month

· CASM Board member John Tychsen claimed the highest mountain in Europe, Mount Elbrus for CASM, after he successfully climbed to the top, 5642 meters above sea level, on July 16th 2008.
Contributors and people referred to from whom further details can be obtained:
Anne-Marie Fleurie (AMF), Antonio Pedro (AP), Cristina Echavarria (CE), Estelle Levin (EL), Gavin Hilson (GH), 

Gotthard Walser (GW), Jon Hobbs (JH), Kevin DSouza (KDS), Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt (KLD), Mauricio Rios Ibañez (MRI) Nellie Mutemeri (NM), Nicholas Garrett (NG), Remi Pelon (RP), Satoshi Murao (SM), Shen Lei (SL), Simon Gilbert (SG), Veronika Kohler (VK).
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