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Eliminating child labour in ASM

13 million people involved in ASM worldwide, 7.2m in Asia, 3.7m Africa, 1.6m in Latin America

There have been a series of conferences on ASM: Geneva 90, Calcuta 91, Harare 93, Washington 95, Calcuta 96, Vienna 97, Geneva 99 – all reunions have underlined the importance of ASM

The OIT has as objective the elimination of child labour while promoting ASM.

The most important questions for ASMiners are finance and technical capacity ones. OIT focuses on 3 major issues: occupational H&S, child labour, the position of women in the sector

Key factors for change identified by OIT: appropriate legislations to promote formalisation, communication between stakeholders under political support framework, coordination of technical assistance

OIT developed a complementary strategy based on International labour norms w/r to children (convenio min age, eliminations of worst forms of child labour)and technical cooperation – IPEC program for eradication of child labour (through country programs, subregional programs – e.g. study on sex trade on borders of brazil, Ecaudor, Bolivia)

ILO Programme is in Bolivia: Tipuani, Siglo XX, Potosí – Peru: Santa Filomena, Mollehuaca, La Rinconada – Ecuador: Bella Rica

Child labour exists because of various factors – poor government framework, myth that many stable communities are floating populations, poverty

Effects are many, particularly that the poverty vicious circle is reinforced, children who work have little chance of breaking out of this cycle.

Different levels of intervention were needed; at the family level, at the educational level.

Objectives of programme included: 

· awareness raising within mining communities – many studies were distributed to representatives of civil society and community orgs, “Spaces” were used to diffuse the problem

· capacity building of key institutions that will intervene in child labour preventions – many different orgs participated in capacity building workshops and were engaged in networks for child labour prevention, many of these institutions then went on to launch their own child labour elimination programmes

· Direct support to a number of mining communities to eliminate child labour, worked with 7 communities incorporating the elimination of child labour in community plan, approximately 1000 children stopped working in mines, and an additional approximately 6500 children were prevented from working in mines,500 began school and national schools enjoyed a better level, work was done with women

Programme conclusions: need to have good quality information, need to evaluate and systematise past interventions, need to link interventions with local development processes, child labour needs to be included in poverty reduction strategies especially w/r to projects under UN mandate to reduce poverty, need to reinforce coordination with international action for rights of children, reinforce coordination with international action w/r to education – this is key as children often work not because of the revenues they gain for the family but rather because going to school is difficult and costly, it saves money for them not to go to schools which are few and far. 

There is coordination with Bolivian and Peruvian government to strengthen education services. 

There are also possibilities of links with UNDP, WB and others carrying out projects on child labour. In Peru and Bolivia, Reformin in Bolivia, GAMA in Peru.

Divizay Delfino and Claudia Rojas    Velenzuela

Capacity Building for development of communities in ASM areas

Health centre as an example born of an alliance, in state of Bolivar in Venezuela in the km88. The alliance was created through conferences that were held with criolla and indigeneous communities with translation in different languages.

The centre was created to offer different services; 24h emergencies, anti malaria services, birth services, trauma shock, odontology, labs, radiology, educational and social promotion events. 

Difficulties creating the centre – there was a great diversity of actors in the area, there was no shared vision initially although the same objective was wanted by all – a workshop was held to agree on a shared vision, lack of experience in participative processes, for the past year there has been no LSM mine MINCA used to operate in area and provide financial support of programme, political problems

Strategic objectives: guarantee an integral health service, develop prevention health programmes with community, environmental improvement programmes, reduce malaria, improve quality of life of communities in area

Health centre was designed to treat sicknesses but also to raise awareness throughout community about why sicknesses come about and what can be done preventatively

Support was brought to the project from MINCA (financial), Foundation for Humanitarian medical support, health ministry, state government, the army (9 volunteers for 7 months), mayor of sifontes, training hospital

Communities worked to create a health vision, had to define what kind of people would work in the centre.

MERUNTO 

A peoples association in the area with representatives from communities, voluntary participation with objective of improving health services. This objective expanded to other community needs. 

Merunto means solidity, force, stability – which we needed to work with mieners

The association has a definite structure. Association undertakes community work recruiting people from communities – callapa. 

Medics that were hired had sessions with group to understand community groups.

Achievements of the project were: dialogue structures and tools, better understanding of communities needs, change in attitude of community more cooperative, has made people think about power of cooperation and alliances between different actors, strengthening of relationships between communities (even a marriage), awareness raised about social problems. 

Continuing projects through health centre – still need capacity building, the state government has approved an ecotoursim project in area, working with Polar Foundation will have small food company working with a nutritional programme, spreading the word about the centre in various international conferences, seeking different classification with government in order to access more funds

Centre has 3 doctors and 5 nurses, voluntary cleaning and security agents, ambulances, public telephones

Marieke Heemskerke and Jopie Matodja

Costs and benefits of ASM gold mining as a traditional survival strategy in Surinam

Surnimae 420000 people in Suriname, most people live in the capital. Hydraulic methods are used in most places for artisanal gold mining. Most of the miners are informal, without training, many semi-legal or illegal. Miners use sluice boxes. Most of the miners are brazilian immigrants 75% Marrones are the local ethinic group that do a lot of mining 25%. They are descendents of refugee ex slaves. Most of their activities are subsistence – a lot of slash and burn. Many of them since the 80s now work in gold mining. Since the 80s it has become a much more regular activity and the main source of revenues. There was a civil war in the 80s where much infrastructure was destroyed in the country and there was a rise in discrimination against these rural populations. Also fluctuations in Suriname currency means that gold is a much more stable commodity. Although revenues from mining are extremely unstable, the capital needed to work in the mine are extremely low – mine owners pay for food and living costs, and there are no other costs. 

Relative revenue potential is higher in the mining industry than most other sectors. 

General idea is that when you are young working in mining creates the opportunity to gain money, which counteracts the suffering. Revenues can be put aside to live in the city when they are older. 

Many miners want to send their children to boarding schools in the city, but the costs are high – mining can provide the opportunity to pay for this. There is a strong feeling that mining will provide a better future for their children. Most 86% didn’t want their children to become miners, most ideally envisaged office work for their children. 

People do not want to invest revenues generated from mining back into mining but would rather do other activities.

Roundtable

How can International Institutions support ASM? Question left unanswered yesterday.

LM 

WB case, the bank does bring support to ASM projects, in the context of the bank programs. In Ecuador, many African studies, Burkina Faso, Ghana etc., They are mining development projects with an ASM component. These are programs that the countries themselves ask the bank. To get a programme that includes ASM, the national mining authorituees have to recognise ASM as a priority, and they have to convince the financial authorities to pursue the project with the bank, then there is a project design phase in coordination with the bank. 

In the case of Peru, the government has not asked for such a programme – so the people have to lobby the government to undertake such a project which the bank would support.

CETEM representative

Brazilian experience with UN industrial development global funding facilities – inloves Brazil, Indonesia, Laos, Tanzania, and other…. I will be presenting later as an example of cooperation

Peruvian representative

Lines of action possibilities with internet. We have the possibility of undertaking a project for poverty reduction. Madre de dios example – waste disposal is a problem, as web as deforestation. They propose deforesting so as not to use fertile agricultural lands, with the idea of rehabilitating this deforested land and maybe use it for agricultural – this is the proposal. This pilot project could be developed and use Internet to bring this project to the WB.

Want to discuss how mining can contribute to SD.

Ex LSM employee, now worker with ASMiners

In peru many people switched from agriculture to mining as a better revenue source. Although gold is a terrible metal because if generates greed and pollution. However gold is one of the few products an alternative income source for poverty relief. Gold mining should be included as an economic option for communities. Modern knowledge – geological and technical should be made available to miners.

Agricultural problems have undermined this as an activity – ex of potatoes that are cheaper from other countries. 

Lady from CEPAL?

Important to highlight different initiatives with international aide – important to see how ASM has been articulated. For example, case of funding for technology Juan Cabelita, there were funds that were mobilized from a mining company. Important to empower miners, so they start making their presence felt in national dialogue fora. 

??

Mining is not just a livelihood possibility, but a development possibility. WE need to assess the deposits which we are currently working. This was done in the south of peru where students from school of mines are trained with ASMiners. Understanding is promoted. This team of students would be a good tool for mobilizing projects with ASMiners. Need to study the Peruvian ASM law – it won’t solve the problem of the miners. 

We need to have a national movement to get this law amended – miners should get together after this meeting. 

Mining is our right. 

Nestor Vargas Bolivia

In many areas in Bolivia miners have devasted large areas. Are ASMiners in Surinam doing anything to prevent environmental damage.

Marieke H

Environmental impacts are severe in Surinam – malaria has increased, mercury, deforestation. The miners don’t do anything to reduce these effects. They don’t think about the impacts, and consider their activity as a present, temporary one. There is environmental legislation in Surinam, but no enforcement. There is very little government support and miners won’t work with them.

JD

You say in one of your studies that the future of ASM is questionable if miners keep desiccating their environments and resources. IE in this context it is not a sustainable activity because miners are destroying their habitat. How do we deal with this issue. How are miners in Surinam going to get out of it if they are depleting their resources.

MH

I can’t know this, the question is difficult. They believe that their resources are not depletable because the forest is so big. They don’t really have many other alternatives.

Alcides Sanchez

Example in Ecuador of roads that have been built by ASMiners that have benefited famers and communities. ASM profits are used in complementary exploration and alternative economic activities, many miners as members of the community have alternative business. ASM creates jobs not just in mining.

Projects can help improve environmental conditions. It is true that miens are not sustainable, but there are SD possibilities through cooperation. Miners organisations also pay taxes, but we don’t want these revenues to go to the central government but rather re-invested in local projects.

Edward Shields Guyana

Do not agree with conclusion of anthropologist on Surinam project. Don’t agree that miners don’t want to mine. What they don’t want is to mine under the conditions they operate. Surinam has no formal laws, most of the miners are uncontrolled Brazilians miners. Governement is now working to formalise miners. A large company has just signed an agreement with the government. Mining is there to stay in Surinam. I recommend that what mining communities need is what is being done in Peru. Need organisation and to mine for themselves under acceptable regulations. Mining is an honourable and profitable profession. 

MH

I was not talking about the Brazilians who are there to stay. We can’t say the resources are there so you must work in mining. If there are other perspectives, they can be explored as well. The large company involvement has happened before without much success. Many people were moved by army force from their land.

Fausto Mamani, president of ASM association - Peru

I ask each of you to help us develop ASM. We are 1400 f Our roads are terrible and there is Hg contamination everywhere. We need medicine for Hg contamination. I ask the government to authorise to have access to credits.

Freddy P 

We want sustainable ASM, however there are numerous risks. One of the big risks we haven’t considered are risks from narco-trafficking – big problem in Colombia. Many miners are converting to narco-trafficking because they are a vulnerable population. The miners are also used for washing drug money.

Peruvian

Universities are important actors that should be included, there is a great potential for capacity building etc. 

Peruvian

Many miners have a yearly harvest and don’t get more than 100$ annually. Mining supplements this income. Mining can contribute to SD. Universities need to re-adjust their curriculum to take ASM into account.

END OF MORNING SESSION
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Sharing International Experiences.

Namibia Veston Malango

EU money given for project

Uis Inkor experience

In this area the Uis ASM cooperative was an important source of employment in the region. Desert area with few alternative sources of employment.

Callenges included fact that gems were mined – risky, shallow deposits often become bad deposits in short period of time. 

Many miners go to former Ingkor mine

Project to see if mica and other industrial minerals could be recovered from old water dams

Possibility of bigger mines opening – geological studies

Gemstones are marketed on the side of the road – tourists buy

Philippines Danilo Israel

Mercury Pollution due to ASM in Philippines – An Economic Analysis

Most studies are very technical – this study is about the economics. Look at Diwalwal – largest ASM mining area in country. Gold production is main ASM mineral, 32% of mineral production is gold. Philippines is mostly islands with dense population. ASM of gold production is ASM. 250000 people directly engaged in ASM, in 94 up to 40000 –50000 were estimated to be involved. 

Diwalwal important mining area, living conditions there are very very poor. Many adolescents men and women work in mines. Tailings overflow into rice paddies especially in rainy season.

Owners of mills and financiers are only ones who earn money in the ASM circuit. Miners earn little and can’t be expected to invest in retorts etc..

Owners of mills also earn less than other business related activities.

Subsidies for these kind of machines would be useful for miners

Need to encourage internal systems within cooperatives for better practices

Active involvement of NGOs to help

Worsening poverty in the Philippines means that ASM is here to stay

QUESTIONS

JD since this isn’t a very lucrative livelihood comparatively to other activities. How can cooperatives enforce use of retorts if miners don’t have money to buy them. 

DI

A cooperative could afford a communal retort.

Michael Ozzie

If miners would adopt better methods, wouldn’t this imply that poorest miners would be pushed out of business.

DI any mining activity will have management costs, communal environmental management will reduce costs. Reducing pollution will be a long term benefit rather than a cost, especially w/r to health. So it is a question of changing perceptions

Edward Shields

Most assistance projects are keener to identify the presence of mercury rather than do anything about it. Example of government spending money testing fish rather than introducing retorts.

Burkina Faso Joachim Bayah Yakubu Iddirisu

ASM WB Improvement in Burkina Faso

BF small poor country bordering Sahara desert – farming during rainy period with little to do during the rest of the year. 

Over 200 gold mining sites.

There are 2 WB projects in BF

1 improving ASM activites

2 How to transform SSM to MSM

4 components of WB project. Larger fiscal regime review, another on how to manage mineral wealth, another on mining cadastre and managing mining titles, small to medium scale mining component

SSM project considers

· Institutional study – consider policy and government institutional structure – have found that there is a lot of duplication in different government offices – responsibilities are not clearly defined. Was hard to get governemtn offices with projects and money to let go for a re-structerisation – some offices do not even exist. All political and formalisation structures occur in centralised manner in capital which makes things very impractical for miners. 

Recommendation that governement have formalisation process accessible from mining sites.

· Site stdies (geology, technology, socio-economic, h&s etc.) need closer relationship between ASM institutions and miners themselves

· Financing Mechansims, biggest difficulty. Got team to talk to miners thoughout BF about what kind of financial assistance they need. There was a lot of mistrust between financiers and miners. Trust building necessary. Financial org would be willing to provide assistance if they were shown how to evaluate projects.

· Sensitization programmes for miners and governments, financing mechanisms, 

Series of booklets developed. Used local TV programmes and workshops, tv was very effective for awarness raising.

· Equipment survey and local fabrication. Most people use sluice box, everything else is manual. Have taken south American hammer mills and manufactured them locally. Communal retorts not successful because people want to concentrate their own mineral – so a series of hammer mills set up so each can process his own mineral. 

Many tailings have very high levels of gold up to 28g/t

Other improvement areas. Water table is high – from 20m down, water needs to be pumped which was discarded while buying money for washing. Project encouraged re-cycling of this water. Agro processing encouraged around mining sites – shea butter from shea nut trees for example. Women’s role was considered, but project found that women usually found that in concentration women usually recovered more gold and have been given favourable positions. Regarding children, tried to set up rotating womens work so always someone to look after children. 

The sector has a whole range of problems, we tried to be multidisciplinary. We also found that local knowledge was vital. Small incremental objectives were more successfully made. 

You can’t go in and gamble with someone’s livelihood, you need to build trust for change so it is not a gamble.

JD my own experience that change comes very slowly, there is a risk aversion. This is one of the weaknesses of development assistance because projects are defined within very limited time frames.

Saoulo 

Removal of Barriers to the introduction of clean ASM gold mining and extractions technologies. 

Project between CETEM and UNIDO and global environment facility that will start in October. Before 98 large companies were promoted, after this projects on small-scale mining began. 

First project was on mercury pollution. There were then 6 projects covering a wide range of problems using a multidisciplinary approach. 

UNIDO GEF project covers Tanzania, Sudan, Laos, Indonesia and Brazil, Zimbabwe.

The case in Brazil was that awareness raising about the health impacts of mercury was not successful, miners didn’t care. It was more successful to work in conjunction with large companies.

GEF project was centred around pollution of waterways. 

Case in brazil was that some ssminers could become small companies, often small companies use cyanide rather than mercury. 

University of Para and CETEM are partners for this project in Brazil, and Amazon foundation, Institute of Sao Paolo?? 

There is an association of miners – tapa joa? 

In Brazil a ASM mining law exists, but it is almost ineffective and regulation is almost impossible. 

Objectives of project;

Establish program unit, identify partners, and intervention sites

In Brazil ASMiners do not complain about finance – they are sceptical about such opportunities

Trevor

Papua New Guinea The surprising paradise

Many large scale operations in PNG. Financial transfer of national funds is transferred to provincial then local level – a system that works badly as little reaches the local level.

About 50000 ASMiners. All the land is customarily owned – native people own all the land. There is always someone who owns the land who you must get involved with. New mining act about to undergo revision. IN governmental mining office there is an ASM division. 

The mining act declares that native miners have right to alluvial gold. The only mineral on ASM level is gold. 

ASM has always been regulated. DO no require licence to mine on your own land with no mechanization. Otherwise need an alluvial mining lease for areas up to 5hectares – very easy to get. All larger operations are considered as large mines with special mining leases. IN all processes there are lots of consultation – in grant process and environmental process and infrastructure development process. 

4.5 t Au produced by ASMiners, average inocmoe is 900 USD, average income for all other acrtivities is 250USD – mining a lot more profitable than other businesses. 

Estimate that 400000 affected by ASM (families of miners)

Get women bosses. 

Some problems with illegal mining for leaseholders. Mining wardens enforce regulations and talk to communities and companies. Serious understaffing for wardens. Courts and police often used. 

Exported gold controlled by central bank, and price published in papers so most miners get fair price for gold. Gold refinery exists in PNG. 

AID programs in PNG

3 year AusAid (outreach, with booklets), WB loan (technical assistance), Japanese social development (3 years, emphasis on communities, training health workers, mercury awareness, improve government, support micro credit scheme), Sysim program.

The success of all these programs was good, lots of stakeholder involvement, clear objective and outputs. 

There is also an industry chamber that produce books on mining that go to schools. 

New ACP grant has brought 5 m euros to ASM. Schools are meant to be built – project not determined. 

PNG has 2 great examples of SD – one example of LSM operation that has been replaced by ASMiners. – profits from dredging on large scale was used to develop timber business

ASM is becoming important in closure planning for large scale mines. 

PNG earns more money from coffee industry. 

JD how has PNG attracted so much international assistance?

What can CASM do to help local initiatives?

JB CASM should link more closely with other initiatives, example of UNIDO project working in micro enterprises.

Antonio

CASM should gather good practices and disseminate them to miners and try to canalize funds with other initiatives.

Many ASM operations are long term and projects that sustain them are short term. How can we give support through strengthening local management capability

Marie Hoadley

Look at small grants system, they are so small that the outcome will be a paper. This kind of information exists already – it would be better to practical field assistance.

JD

Depends how it is defined. In the Peru case, although there is a report we are supporting a process. Example of Amazu where miners stragic planning and organisation. Similarly in Ecuador we are giving money for a dialogue process. We are trying not to support studies. It may not be possible to do the same thing in Africa

JB DfID

Some of the applications for the small grants scheme have not been very practical, we need to approach it in a different way.

MH

We don’t have the active NGO’s, but the academics have proposed projects. So it is a different starting point, but they should still involve practical projects.

JD

There has been concern about the lack of fundable ideas from Africa. We will discuss this at the meeting sponsored by the UN in francophone Africa.

Edgard from Surinam

Want to support idea of umbrella organisation. The idea has been put on the table that large companies should help small mines. This should be pursued more, we need more of a commitment from LSM that they will assist not just communities but also ASMiners. In Guyana there is a SSM that complies with ISO standards and has the potential to develop.

JD

The southern Venezuela experience has led government to expect all LSM to assist ASMs in Venezuela.

Emilio Mexico

Would like to ask that CASM remains a platform for ASM. Other than being a link for resources through small grants – we need CASM to be a voice for ASMiners worldwide through publications, meetings etc. To change the idea that ASM is purely a dirty practice. 

I would also like that CASM recognise that in addition to artisanal mining there is another class of small mining – like in Mexico. And these operations have no access to resources. Artisanal mining get assistance and large scale mines have resources, the small medium mines have no such funding available. There exists the example of mining areas where ore bodies have not been exploited because of lack of funding. Many such small companies exist and they provide a source of employment and are an important economic activity. CASM needs to recognise that this kind of small mining exists. 

There are many organisations worldwide giving much money to countries simply to measure poverty through indicators etc. to later develop poverty reduction programmes. A suggestion would be to change this mentality, instead of trying to eradicate poverty we try to change the inertia of poverty. If I tell someone he is poor I am maybe sinking him more in poverty, rather if I tell him there are things to develop and he is a potential rich person, this is a whole different framework. 

We should talk about distributing richness rather than eradicating poverty. 

The stability of prices is a question of demand, we need to increase demand for ASM minerals.

Jo Bayah

Many ASMiners don’t just do mining – in Burkina Faso this is the case. They mine outside the rainy season. Revenues come from farming and are supplemented by gold mining. There is a diverse ring of livelihood activities. 

Many communities complain that when agricultural money comes into country they are excluded because they are considered a mining community and therefore inelligible. This kind of funding should always focuss on the whole range of livelihoods, not just the sector. CASM should not just have a sectoral approach.

JD

The typecasting of ASM communities is a problem. The diversification of livelihoods may not be possible everywhere. IN Venezuela we tried to promote other activities but it wsa difficult in the legal, etc. context. Although the indigenous community was involved in residual activities like hunting farming etc. A few people in the mining communities had gardens, but if there was no work in the mines it was tough times. We should focus on diversifying the economic basis of communities.

Saoul

I would like to suggest a book of proceedings

JD rapporteur summary and link backup papers and presentations will be published on website. We could ask presenters to turn presentations into documents and publish a paper document.

AJ 

Would be good to have official docs like the Peruvian mining law on the website.

JD we wanted to have a law and regulation database with at least links

Evelyn

Important to have outcomes for the short and long term so at each new meeting we can measure progress. Would need to be focussed on regional characteristics. Would also help us to get other financing.

JD we don’t have Cechevarria, there is a 10 year strategic plan developed for latin America with UNESCO and IDRC. We should maybe say something at a global level about this initiative, support it.

Eric 

BerGEm since 2 years works with French cooperation in West Africa. 10 countries are involved. The program will end this year with several interventions in Bfaso gold, Tanzania industrial minerals, Mali industrial minerals, Gabon gold.

Multidisciplinary team work with local actors, there are socio economists, medics, micro finance specialists etc. this is a strong point of the programme. The objectives of the projects is to have very practical actions with communities and create enterprises while creating new economic activities looking for new ores etc. creating small companies etc.

We believe that this ASM system exists and the way forward is to work for improvements in a paced way that does not perturb the systems. Typical problem of women workers working with small equipement and concentrating – about 600 wometn do this earning a dollar a day – how can we improve this activity without turning everything suddenly upsidedown.

WE have 2003 project with 3 countries initially then 5 and we hope to cooperate with CASM.

B Yakubu

Miners lack education and can’t work in SD way – would like CASM to consider how to get … to get into mining? Promote ASM as an opportunity in areas where it isn’t . How do we make ASM attractive for students and LSM workers? There needs to be an educative progress for people in the mining industry. Can we get funding for interested engineers in ASM?

J Bayah addition

When last census came out of Ghana 2 years ago, they tried to identifies people by trade. In ASM areas, population was all listed as farmers rather than miners – indication of how people feel about their profession as a miner.

Veston from Namibia

One area has not been tackled – environmental issues. Interested to know how rehabilitation programmes were funded in different regions in the world. Most ASMiners don’t ever rehabilitate.

JD Response depends on kind of community and social situation miner is in. Cases in Peru of agricultural communities in conflict with miners – reconciliation project on going in this area. Much of the conflict due to environmental effects. One of the small grants project there. We need to do more work on environmental effects. Ghana government has a fund to clean up after ASMiners. Has this been successful?

B Yakubu

In Ghana, when we regularised/formalised mining we took 3% of revenues. Government only recognised one buyer, and because of governmental institutions overhead, only 94, 95% of world price and they lost a market. New thinking is to open up buying scheme and maybe tax buyers. So - fund is still not mobilized. We encouraged concurrent restoration for shallow workings, which is fairly easy. Though this has been hard in hard rock areas. With WB degraded areas went pilot reclamation – this was supposed to be example for ASMiners to follow though it was implemented by contractors. This kind of project should be a communal project.

Edgard from Guyana

In Guyana we are working on environmental regulations. We come under EPA 97 Act. Small and medium scale mining projects need to be approved by EPA – so environmental problem is more w/r to AM. Government is proposing imposing a royalty. 

Edmund Bugnosen

ILO request for case studies on environmental impacts. Gold rush case studied in northern Philippines. Government gave a group of mienrs rights with environmental restrictions. Reforestation was a positive result. In this case there was incentive, but to just expect miners to start working isn’t feasible. Most ASM legislation have environmental provisions that aren’t effective.

JD in Venezuela tried to promote environmental awareness and practice. Awareness was built but practice was less successful. Cleanlisness around campsites were easier to promote

Eric

What would be the role of CASM to identify and promote locally institutions of micro-finance. It is very important to share the experience.

JD within our mandate we could collect experiences, there aren’t many. Eventually we could try a pilot project.

Sierra Leone

We need guidance on how to get assistance to miners. We need partners to help us support ASM with the funds we do have.

Felix H

Back to environmental issues. There is a group consensus that a step by step approach of good practices is feasible. Miners are willing to implement environmental measures as part of a strategy. 

If you ask me to walk a short distance I will, if you ask me to walk to Lima I won’t even put my shoes on.

Good practices often do not take environmental legislation in the countries. Over demanding governmental demands, 

CASM good create guidelines for governments on best practice for designing reasonable environmental legislation for miners. Ex, EIA of not more than 5 pages.

Evelyn

In Bolivia environmental regulation has chapter on ASM activities, small miners don’t need to do EIA unless it is in a protected area. Governments should not just ask for documents, but should work on implementing environmental plans. Often there is no follow up

AJ G

Well alone half the ASMiners are from India and China and Indonesia, there are very few CASM links with these countries.

Antonio from Ecuador

Most miners are concerned with credit. We havent’ got a good answer for them – due in part to fact that we have no mechanism to evaluate ASM operations. CASM could try to ……    We are also forgetting relations with local communities and miners. We need to share these kinds of experiences they are very different to the LSM experience.

JD

Question for Divisay – are miners involved with health centre in Venezuela

Divisay

The miners were very involved in the construction phase, at present they contribute maintaining the centre. The principal motivation is that the miners themselves need the centre.

Jo Bayah

Another issue is that officers helping ASMiners have LSM prespective which is not always conciliatory – ie solutions they offer are not always inappropriate. There does not exist ASM education. Example of bulldozer for sluice box operation.

JD good point – need to talk about training for those who assist ASMiners. A training course for government workers might be useful.

